


It wasn’t until my third (of six!) years in college until 1 finally 
stopped making the half-hour long commute from my hometown 
to the university and moved into an off-campus apartment. In an 
ill-conceived whim of independence and autonomy, I made the 
now-realized-as-stupid move of moving the bulk of my personal 
belongings (including most of my childhood memorabilia) from my 
parents' house out to my apartment. 1 say “now-realized-as-stupid,” 
because within four months of doing so, my apartment had burnt 
to the ground taking all my belongings - utilitarian and sentimental 
- with it. In the span of an evening, all physical evidence of my life 
prior to that night went up in smoke. 

However, about five years after the incident, I was helping my 
mother clean out her attic when came across a box containing some 
remaining souvenirs from my grade school days. Among those 
things I found what I now consider to be the holy grail of my few 
pre-fire possessions: my fifth grade yearbook. 

When 1 look at it now, the thing that really strikes me (other than the 
awful “feathered-bowl” cut that all the dudes sported) is that - at 
the risk of sounding incredibly cliched - it seems just like yesterday 
that we were all cold rockin’ the Rubik's Cubes and Def Leppard’s 
Pyromania. It wouldn’t seem one bit odd if, while walking the streets 
of my hometown, I were to bump into any one of these kids, still full 
of pre-pubescent angst, awkwardly clutching a Trapper Keeper with 
gangly fingers. 1 am convinced that each of these kids still exists 
somewhere in their fifth-grade state, and that I'm the only one that 
has grown, changed, or become an adult. 


Ben Frazier, Rochester NY • 03/01/06 
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